The Law, The Gospel and The Modern Christian - Part 3

Opening question:  

· What are some of your favorite traditions? Explain? 
Reflection Questions: 

· In the past how have you understood the command, “Thou shall not take the name of the Lord in vain? 
· How have you seen people or groups leverage the name of God for their own benefit? 
Study Questions:

Read Luke 19:45-48 

· Why did Jesus clear out the temple? 
· What can we learn about God from this passage?  
· How does this relate to the 3rd commandment? Exodus 20:7  
Read Mark 7:1-23  

· What were the Pharisees doing wrong? 
· How does this relate to the 3rd commandment?  
· What is wrong with holding on to the traditions of men? 
· How does Jesus’ idea of being unclean differ from that of the Pharisees? 
· How did Jesus use the Law? verses 10-19
· Jesus condemns the Pharisees’ traditions and rules. How do the man-made rules of religion allow people to keep God at a distance? 
Application Questions: 

· What “traditions” do you hold on to, that quite possibly leverage God’s name to justify but might not really be from God? 
· What are some of the dangers of misusing God’s name?  
· When have you misused the name of God by doing what you wanted to do and then hiding behind God’s name?  
· How can you avoid this kind of “hypocrisy in your life? 
